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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: This is January 9, 

2002. The time is 2:32 p.m., and this is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the safety 

battalion, the Fire Department of City of New 

York, conducting an interview with Firefighter ist 

Kevin Gorman from Ladder 22 in the quarters of 

Ladder 22. 

Q. Kevin, just tell us the events as you recall 
them on September 11. 

A. We responded down West Street, parked the 
rig, you know, got extra cylinders and stuff, headed 
for the buildings. 

We were stopped before the north tower by an 
EMS guy, myself and John Malley. Pointed to jumpers. 
So the other guys had gotten a little ahead of us. He 
was telling us get blankets for this jumper and stuff, 
but there were plenty of jumpers, so we just passed 
him. 

Now we are on West Street, and we hear an 
urgent message. We were between the two towers. At 
that time, I would say we heard an urgent message from 
OEM, it said, where OEM informs us that there is a 
third plane en route, pull back to the command post. 


So we pulled back to the command post, which 
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was the parking garage there, and lined up with 
everybody, stood there, waited until we got orders. 
The captain -- I think was Mike 4“ inaudible -- came up 
and ordered all truck companies to one side and then 
brought us all to the south tower. 

We headed down underneath the south 
pedestrian walkway, stayed under there because of all 
the debris, and bodies and stuff, and then one by one 
we kind of ran into the hotel, you Know, looking up, we 
ran into the hotel lobby entrance, or I think it was 
the restaurant entrance. 

Wherever it was, it was facing, I think, 
south, so it was right near the south pedestrian 
bridge. Ran into there, got into the lobby there, 
opened up our jackets, got some water from some of the 
people that worked there and stuff, employees, and were 
waiting further instructions. 

Lieutenant went to, I believe, Chief 
Galvin -- I'm not sure who it was -- got our orders to 
go to the 77th Floor and above of the south tower, 
headed out of the lobby of the hotel, which in the 
hotel there were other firemen. I don't recall from 
what companies. Not too many guys I recognized, so it 


must have been probably Brooklyn companies. 
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I saw Joe Rivelli from 25 truck, and then we 
headed out of the hotel lobby, passed Chief Galvin, and 
were, as far as we knew, heading for the south tower, 
passed another couple of chiefs walking through a 
walkway, made a right turn, were heading towards what 
we believed to be the south tower. There are some 
discrepancies. I don't know if you heard. We are not 
sure of exactly if we were in between or -- went 
through this other lobby, doorways, walked into that 
lobby. 

Everything was dark. Water was coming down 
and everything like that, and then the shit hit the 
fan. Just everything started rumbling, a lot of 
noise. Turned around, went back the way I came, got 
probably five steps through the doorway I had just 
came. I don't even know if I got to that, because 
there was a walk -- there were bars in front of that 
that weren't there any more, got knocked off my feet 
and sent -- was buried under some stuff and pushed 
across the floor, and after everything stopped dug 
ourselves out, put the flashlight on, yelled for each 
other and then exited the building. 

I couldn't even say which way. Towards air. 


You couldn't really see anything. 


K. GORMAN 
Q. Did your whole company get together or -- 
A. Everybody but the lieutenant ran into each 


other, so we all saw each other. We got underneath by 
this glass partition. One guy went to look for the 
lieutenant. We stood there for a couple of minutes and 
then exited the building. 

Q. Then what happened? Where did you go from 
there? 

A. Ran outside. We ended up being right by 
where the command post was, went over some wall 
outside, a cement wall, went across the street, made 
radio transmissions. I was speaking with Lieutenant 
Reilly, my officer. He was asking me who I saw. 

I said I saw everyone, and since I got out of 
the building, I've seen -- and I said the names of the 
members that I saw from our company. I saw Lieutenant 
Wall from 47 engine, another fireman from 47 engine 
right out on West Street there, and then we stood 
there, waited. 

We were talking on the radio. He was trying 
to make sure that -- he was looking for the one member 
of 22 that went looking for him, so we were trying to 
get radio transmissions with each other, and then we 


started heading north towards the rig. 
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Q. But that was after the first collapse, right? 


Yeah. 


a 


Q. So what happened? 

A Now we are by the rig for the second 
collapse. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. Yeah, and there were guys working on me. I 
had a cut on my head. Fernando Camacho had a cut on 
his head. Guys were giving us water, wet rags to put 
on our head, and we were standing there, and there was 
a cop I knew who came by and gave me a drink of water, 
and then as he was standing there, he said, "Aviation 
just reported that the north tower is leaning." I 
said, "Which way is it leaning?" He said,"This way." 

So we started to turn around walking. John 
Malley, who was right behind me, I turned around for 
him, because he was doing something, either putting his 
coat on or something, and as I was looking at him I 
heard the explosion, looked up, and saw like three 
floors explode, saw the antenna coming down, and turned 
around and ran north. 

Q. About how long would you say it was from when 
the police officer told you it was leaning? 


A. Within 30 seconds. 
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Q. Did you know if he had a lot of warning or 
did he just find out himself? 

A. It was my personal opinion that because 
they -- as I was going a little north towards the rig, 
they were coming this way, and they all seemed to be 
hustling out of the way, even before he got to me. So 
there was a group of cops that hustled north before he 
got to me, so that crossed my mind, why is -- seeing 
they were -- you know, I don't know I was aware that 
even the south tower collapsed. I remember seeing, 
like, a hole in the hotel, down the middle, but I don't 
think I was aware that the south tower had collapsed. 

Q. Now you went north, and you had the second 
collapse. What happened at this point? You got 
engulfed in smoke again? 

A. In the ash. Went into the school that was 
there, washed my face off a little bit, washed my eyes 
out, came outside, trying to reach the officer again. 

We all grouped up there right by that 
pedestrian bridge, Stuyvesant, I think. 

Q. Yes, by Chambers Street or -- 

A. Yeah. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thank you very 


much. The time now is 2:39, and this concludes 


